
Lawyer Representatives to the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference
for the

United States District Court for Eastern District of California

All circuit, district, bankruptcy and magistrate judges, along with lawyer representatives, attend the annual
meeting of the circuit-wide judicial conference that is convened pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §333. A 20-member
executive committee supervises the conduct of the conference and sets the program theme. This annual
conference is the culmination of a year-long dialogue among all segments of the federal bench and bar. Its
purpose is to consider the business of the courts and to advise means to improve the administration of justice
within the circuit. These conferences serve as a vehicle for improved education and communication between
the bench and bar, among districts, and between the court of appeals and the district courts within the circuit.

Role of Lawyer Representatives
In each judicial district, the judges and the bar organizations select a number of lawyers to serve as lawyer
representatives to the annual Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference. These lawyers, who represent the federal bar,
meet throughout the year with the judges from their district to discuss matters of mutual concern. The lawyer
representatives also meet separately to work on projects -- such as rule changes, alternative dispute
resolution, or education programs -- designed to aid the courts to improve the administration of justice in their
districts.

Please click on names below for contact and biographical information.

Lynn Trinka Ernce (Co-Chair)
Term Expires 2008

Assistant U.S. Attorney
Office of the U.S. Attorney

Eastern District of California
501 I Street, Suite 10-100

Sacramento, California 95814

Riley Walter, Esq. (Co-Chair)
Term Expires 2009
Walter Law Group

7110 N. Fresno Street, Suite 400
Fresno, California 93720

Ward Campbell
Term Expires 2010

Supervising Deputy Attorney General
California Department of Justice

1300 I Street
Sacramento, California 95814

David A. Dixon
Term Expires 2010

Dowling, Aaron & Keeler, Inc.
5060 California Avenue, Suite 620

Bakersfield, California 93721

Steven H. Felderstein, Esq.
Term Expires 2008

Felderstein, Fitzgerald, Willoughby
& Pascuzzi LLP

400 Capitol Mall, Suite 1450
Sacramento, California 95814

Douglas L. Gordon
Term Expires 2010

Miles, Sears & Eanni
2844 Fresno Street

Fresno, California 93721

Lori J. Gualco
Term Expires 2009
Gualco Law Office

455 Capitol Mall, Suite 210
Sacramento, California 95814

Melissa Ann Jones
Term Expires 2010

Morrison & Foerster LLP
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 2600

Sacramento, California 95814

Robin Taylor
Term Expires 2009

Office of the U.S. Attorney
Eastern District of California
501 I Street, Suite 10-100

Sacramento, California 95814
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Lynn Trinka Ernce (Co-Chair)

Term Expires 2008

Office of the United States Attorney
Eastern District of California
501 I Street, Suite 10-100

Sacramento, California 95814
(916) 554-2720

Lynn.Trinka.Ernce@usdoj.gov

Lynn Trinka Ernce is an Assistant United States Attorney for the Eastern District of California,
Sacramento Division.  Ms. Ernce is an attorney in the Defensive Unit of the Civil Division.  

Prior to joining the U.S. Attorney’s Office, Ms. Ernce was a senior associate at Orrick, Herrington &
Sutcliffe LLP, where her practice was focused on representing clients in general commercial litigation
cases in both state and federal courts as well as on the representation of committees and secured
and unsecured creditors in Chapter 11 bankruptcy cases.

In January 2006, Ms. Ernce became a Ninth Circuit Lawyer Representative and she currently serves
as co-chair.  She will continue as co-chair in 2008.  In her capacity as co-chair, Ms. Ernce also serves
on the Ninth Circuit Lawyer Representative Coordinating Committee.  

Ms. Ernce currently serves on the Executive Committee of the Federal Bar Association, Sacramento
Chapter.  She is a past-president of the Sacramento County Bar Association, Bankruptcy and
Commercial Law Section. She also is a former member of the Insolvency Law Committee of the
California State Bar.

In the fall of 1995, Ms. Ernce was a judicial extern to the Honorable David E. Russell, who was then
the Chief Judge of the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of California.

She received a J.D., with distinction, from the University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law in
1995 and a B.B.A. in International Business from the University of Hawaii at Manoa in 1988.
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Riley Walter(Co-Chair)

Term Expires 2009

Walter Law Group
7110 N. Fresno Street, Suite 400

Fresno, CA 93720
559-435-9800

rwalter@walterlawgroup.com 

Riley Walter has over 27 years experience in bankruptcy, reorganization and insolvency law as well
as agricultural law and PACA.   He is rated Av by Martindale-Hubbell. 

Riley specializes in complex insolvency and reorganization matters.  He has handled hundreds of
cases under Chapter 11, 12, 9 and 7 representing debtors and has represented many committees,
trustees, secured creditors and unsecured creditors, as well as receivers and examiners. He is a
former Chapter 7 trustee and a member of the alternative dispute resolution panel for this district. 
Riley has been lead counsel on many of the largest Chapter 11 cases filed in the Eastern District of
California and is a certified business bankruptcy specialist by the American Board of Bankruptcy
Certification.   He is admitted to all California courts, the Eastern, Northern, and Southern districts of
California, the Ninth Circuit, and the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Riley has widely written and spoken on bankruptcy and agricultural topics at the local, state, and
regional levels. 

Riley has been active in legal organizations where he has served as chairman, a director or a
member of such organizations as the State Bar Agribusiness Committee; American Bankruptcy
Institute; Central California Bankruptcy Association; California Bankruptcy Forum; Federal Bar
Association, San Joaquin Chapter; Central California Receivers Forum; and the Fresno County Bar
Business Law and Agricultural Law Sections. Mr. Walter was inducted into the American College of
Bankruptcy as a Fellow in Class XIII.  He was formerly an adjunct professor of law at the San Joaquin
College of Law. He is a delegate to the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference.
 
Additionally, Riley is active in various civic matters including the Fresno Business Council, Lyle's
Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship, Central Valley Business Incubator and other cultural non
profits.  He has also taught at California State University, Fresno, Cal Poly - SLO, and Cal Poly -
Pomona.

Among his hobbies are adventure travel and California Indian archeology. 
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Ward Campbell

Term Expires 2010

Supervising Deputy Attorney General
California Department of Justice

1300 I Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

916-324-5251

ward.campbell@doj.ca.gov 

Ward A. Campbell joined the California Department of Justice as a Deputy Attorney General in 1980.
He is currently a Supervising Deputy Attorney General in the Criminal Division (Appeals, Writs, and
Trials) in Sacramento.  His principal assignment is to supervise and coordinate capital cases for the
Sacramento and Fresno offices of the Department of Justice in the state and federal courts.

Ward was raised in Patterson, California in Stanislaus County. He graduated from the College of
Letters and Science at the University of California at Davis in 1976 and received his law degree from
the law school at the University of California at Davis in 1979. During  the summer of 1976, he was a
summer intern at the United Nations. He was also employed by the Department of Justice as a legal
intern at Lake Tahoe during the summer of 1978.  Ward was a member of the U.C. Davis Law Review
and received the award for best article in 1979.

During his tenure at the Department of Justice, Ward has received the Attorney General’s Awards for
Excellence in Legal Services, Team Litigation, and Sustained Superior Achievement. He was the
2003 recipient of the California District Attorneys Association (CDAA) “William James Award for
Distinguished Service.” In 2005, Ward was recognized with the Appellate Award for Outstanding
Advocacy by the Association of Government Attorneys in Capital Litigation.  He was elected the
Association’s  President during 2007-2008.
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Ward is a member of the Federal Bar Association. He was a member of the Ninth Circuit Rules
Advisory Committee from 1990-1995.  Ward has served on the Planning Committee for the Annual
Conference of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of California since 2008 and
was a charter member of the Eastern District Historical Society. He was also part of the original
organizing committee for “Operation Protect and Defend” and he has participated in “Open Doors to
Federal Courts”. Ward is also a member of the Anthony Kennedy Inn of Court in Sacramento. 

Ward has instructed at capital litigation seminars at the national level as well as in California, New
York, and Texas. He is the author of “The District Attorney’s Role in California Capital Clemency
Cases” for the CDAA Prosecutor’s Brief  magazine. His critique of claims relating to exonerations of
capital defendants has been cited in numerous newspapers, books, and law review articles. He is
currently working on an article for the annual journal of the Institute for the Advancement of Criminal
Justice.  He has testified before both the Senate and House of Representatives Judiciary
Committees.

In 1991, Ward filed briefing and appeared in the Canadian Supreme Court on behalf of California as
an intervenor in the international extradition proceedings relating to Charles Ng. He has been lead
counsel or co-counsel  for California on five amicus curiae briefs in the Supreme Court of the United
States. He has appeared as co-counsel three times in the Supreme Court. Finally, he was counsel for 
the People for 25 years in the capital case of People v. Clarence Ray Allen.

Ward’s wife, Cathy, is a librarian with Sacramento City College. They have two daughters, Maureen
(Washington DC) and Leslie (Ithaca, New York). Their favorite family pastime is still an annual
vacation to the Oregon Shakespeare Festival in Ashland, Oregon.  



Back to Lawyer Reps

David A. Dixon

Term Expires 2010

Dowling, Aaron & Keeler, Inc.
5060 California Avenue, Suite 620

Bakersfield, CA 93309
661-716-3000
661-716-3005

ddixon@daklaw.com
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Steven H. Felderstein, Esq.

Term Expires 2008

Felderstein, Fitzgerald, Willoughby & Pascuzzi, LLP
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 1450

Sacramento, CA 95814
916-329-7400

sfelderstein@ffwplaw.com

Steven Felderstein is managing partner of his boutique law firm that represents creditors, debtors,
committees and trustees in complex chapter 11 business restructures and insolvencies.
His clients include state agencies and pension funds, institutional lenders, official creditors’ and equity
holders’ committees, debtors, and creditors in business bankruptcy cases. He has served as special
bankruptcy counsel to the California Attorney General in several large Chapter 11 cases, including
PG&E, Enron, and Worldcom. He has represented CalPERS and other public pension funds in mega
chapter 11 cases such as Texaco and Columbia Gas System. He has reorganized businesses in
many industries, including energy, hospitality (hotel and restaurant), forest products, food processing,
publishing, entertainment, real estate development, agriculture, and financial services.

He is adjunct professor of law at McGeorge School of Law, where he teaches a bankruptcy
reorganization course. He regularly lectures for continuing education providers such as California
Continuing Education of the Bar, Practicing Law Institute, Lorman Education Services, and local and
regional bar associations. He is a fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, and past president of
the statewide California Bankruptcy Forum. He has been selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers
in America, Super Lawyers of Northern California, Who’s Who in America, and Who’s Who in
American Law.

He clerked for the Chief Judge of the U.S. District Court, E.D. of California.
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Douglas L. Gordon

Term Expires 2010

Miles, Sears & Eanni
2844 Fresno Street
Fresno, CA 93721

559-486-5200

dlgordon@mse-law.com

Doug Gordon is a partner in the Fresno law firm of Miles, Sears & Eanni, specializing in plaintiffs' civil
litigation, primarily personal injury and products liability litigation. He is past president of the Central
California Trial Lawyers' Association, and currently serves as a member of the Board of the San
Joaquin chapter of the Federal Bar Association.

Mr. Gordon is a graduate of Wake Forest University, the University of South Carolina, and U.C.
Hastings College of the Law. He is married to Kathryn Forbes and is the proud father of a scrappy
little three-year-old daughter named Roan.
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Lori J. Gualco

Term Expires 2009

Law Office of Lori Gualco
455 Capitol Mall, Suite 210

Sacramento, CA 95814
916-442-6660

ljgualco@gualcolaw.com

Lori Gualco has spent 26 years in several private firms handling a variety of matters including
complex civil litigation concerning residential, industrial, and commercial real estate, commercial and
business matters, environmental toxics, construction defect and insurance defense cases relating to
personal injury and professional liability defense. She has litigated extensively in state and federal courts
and has also worked with regulatory agencies throughout the State of California. 

She attended the University of California, Berkeley graduating with a B.A. in 1975 and the
University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law graduating with a J.D. in 1980. Lori was rated AV in
December 1994 by the Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory and was named as a Northern California Super
Lawyer in 2004 and 2005. 

Lori is now transitioning her practice to mediation and arbitration and has attended the Straus
Institute for Dispute Resolution at Pepperdine University School of Law receiving a Certificate of
Completion in Mediating the Litigated Case. She also completed the Court of Appeal, Third Appellate
District, Appellate Mediation Training in March 2007 and serves as a mediator in that program. She
currently serves as a Judge Pro Tem in the Sacramento Superior Court and on the Voluntary Dispute
Resolution Program Panel for the United States District Court, Eastern District of California. Lori currently
conducts private mediations and arbitrations on a regular basis in her current practice. She is a member
of the Anthony M. Kennedy Inn of the American Inns of Court. 
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Melissa Ann Jones

Term Expires 2010

Morrison & Foerster LLP
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 2600

Sacramento, CA 95814
916-325-1326

mjones@mofo.com

Melissa Jones is a partner in the Litigation Department of Morrison & Foerster’s Sacramento
and San Francisco offices.  She is a member of the Firm’s Securities Litigation and White-Collar
Defense Practice, Appellate and Trial Practice groups. 

Ms. Jones is engaged in a commercial practice in state and federal court, with an emphasis on
complex civil and criminal litigation.  She has represented clients in cases involving claims of fraud,
unfair competition and breach of contract, at both the trial and appellate level.  Ms. Jones has also
represented individuals accused of white collar crimes and has handled a number of pro bono
matters, including three arguments before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Before joining Morrison & Foerster, Ms. Jones served as a law clerk to the Honorable Harry
Pregerson, of the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 

In January 2008, Ms. Jones became a Ninth Circuit Lawyer Representative for the Eastern
District of California.  She also serves as a member of the planning committee for the annual Eastern
District conference.

Ms. Jones is on the Executive Committee of the Federal Bar Association.  She is also a
member of the Sacramento County Bar Association, in the Appellate Law Section.  

Ms. Jones received her J.D. in 1999, from University of California, Davis School of Law (King
Hall), where she was elected to the Order of the Coif.  While at King Hall, Ms. Jones served as an
Editor for the U.C. Davis Law Review, and published an article in that journal.  She received her B.A.
in Political Science, with highest honors, from California State University, Chico in 1995. 
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Robin Taylor

Term Expires 2009

Assistant U.S. Attorney
U.S. Attorney’s Office

501 - I Street,  Suite 10-100
Sacramento, CA 95814

916-554-2722

Robin.Taylor@usdoj.gov

Robin Taylor serves as Assistant U.S. Attorney in the Eastern District of California.  She currently
assigned to the Computer Hacking and Intellectual Property (?CHIP") Unit, which prosecutes
computer fraud and intellectual property crimes.  She handles felony bench and jury trials and
appears routinely before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.  From 1992 to 1997, she was an
Associate Attorney at Downey, Brand, Seymour & Rohwer.

Ms. Taylor is a member of the Federal Bar Association and a past president of the organization.  She
is also a Master of the Bench for the Milton L. Schwartz Inn of Court program; a board member for
Volunteers In Parole, and has served as a mentor to a paroled drug offender; and the founder and
past co-chair of Operation Protect & Defend, a civics initiative in the Sacramento public schools.


